PUNISHMENT.                             73

This suggests the true application of another doc-
trine, about the responsibility of society. Society, it
is sometimes said, has no right to punish, because it
ought to have suppressed the causes of crime. This
doctrine is often stated very illogically, and would
sanction a great deal of false sentimentalism. If
society includes many corrupt and dangerous
elements, that is no reason at all for not suppressing
them by all available means. But, no doubt, it is a
very good and sufficient reason for trying, as far as
possible, to remove the cause as well as the effects ;
for getting rid of the temptations to crime, and train-
ing people vSo as to make them less disposed to crime,
instead of simply punishing more severely those who
have yielded to temptation and given play to instincts
which have not been properly disciplined. This
applies conspicuously to the case of the political
criminal. It is generally essential to the welfare of
a nation, that order should be preserved by a settled
government. It is the duty of every government,
not only to crush resistance, but to take such pre-
cautions as will make resistance hopeless. But a
correlative duty is suggested when a rebellion actually
occurs, and especially a rebellion which excites the
sympathy of otherwise moral people. Such a case,
that is, affords the strongest presumption that there
are real grievances to be redressed, and that the rebel